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DIY vs. Professional 
Contractor Guide 
What’s behind the explosive growth in the DIY niche of residential 
remodeling? Aside from the cable shows demonstrating DIY projects 
that elevate homeowners to hero status, it could be the satisfaction of 
undertaking a project and seeing it to completion. It’s hard to deny the 
sense of accomplishment that comes from a successful DIY remodel.

And judging from the lack of available parking at home improvement 
retailers on the weekends, the DIY trend may also be a reflection of a more 
difficult economy. But when vacations are being planned around house 
renovations rather than trips to the beach, you have to acknowledge there is 
genuine interest in DIY home improvement.
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DIY Projects: Are there reasons to call a 
professional?

Many of today’s DIYers have discovered what a few homeowners 
have known all along: Working on your own home can instill a 
satisfying sense of pride. When you are sitting in a basement 
that was finished with your own hard work, you know there’s a 
little part of you in every detail of the project.

While the television contractors can make just about any home 
improvement project look easy, keep in mind that they didn’t 
accumulate all that knowledge overnight. The various skills 
involved in remodeling are like any other profession -- it often 
requires years of training and experience to become proficient. 
If you are tackling any of the more difficult home improvement 
projects, being careful not to overestimate your abilities may 
protect your remodeling reputation as well as your pocketbook.

How to know if a professional is a good 
choice

So how do you know what aspects of a project are within your 
DIY abilities? Sometimes the decision is not yours to make. 
Many jurisdictions require that certain tasks be performed by a 
licensed contractor. Gas piping, electrical work, and drawing up 
blueprints for certain projects are examples of jobs that normally 
require a professional. As far as everything else, perhaps the best 
rule of thumb is to ask yourself, “What’s the worst that could 
happen if I take on the project and do it wrong?”

If not finishing sheet rock correctly requires a bit of sanding and 
another coat of paint, the extra time involved may not affect you 
materially. But if improperly connecting a supply line to a new 
faucet would mean you come home to a house full of water, you 
may wish you had asked a professional to do the work. Likewise, 
if you have never used a circular saw or walked a roof -- home 
improvement tasks that could put you or your family in danger 
-- could the risks involved ever be worth the possible monetary 
savings?
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Common DIY-friendly (and not-so-
friendly) home improvement projects

•	 Kitchen remodeling: Changing cabinets, installing ceramic 
tile, flooring, and wall finishes are usually within the abilities 
of the average DIYer. Call a professional for any electrical, 
mechanical, or gas work that may be involved. Simple 
plumbing tasks can be done by many DIYers; but if it gets 
complicated, your best course of action might be to call a 
contractor.

•	 Interior trim: Installing interior trim such as molding is a 
task that can be handled by most DIYers, but be careful 
when using power saws.

•	 Sheetrock: Hanging and finishing drywall can be done by 
most DIYers.

•	 New roofing: If you have a two-story home or a steep roof 
pitch, hiring an experienced roofing contractor is highly 
recommended.

•	 New flooring: The average DIYer should be able to 
handle the installation of most flooring materials with the 
exception of sand and finish hardwoods. When working with 
prefinished wood, take care when using power saws.

•	 Siding projects: Vinyl, wood, and fiber cement sidings are 
fairly DIY-friendly, but you might want to use a contractor 
for masonry veneers and stucco. Regardless of what you’re 
installing, take care any time you work on a ladder.

•	 Bathroom remodeling: Installing new vanities and tops 
and laying ceramic tile might be appropriate DIY tasks and 
many homeowners can set new toilets easily. However, 
running new plumbing supply and drain lines should be done 
by a professional contractor.

Everyone has to start somewhere, but the secret to being a 
good DIYer is being honest with yourself about your abilities 
and knowing when you could be getting in over your head. 
There is no shame in hiring a professional to tackle a job that is 
challenging for you. In fact, you may find it is the best decision.


